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About this Booklet

This booklet is designed to give you information about the structure of GCSE study and the GCSE courses available at Down High School.  Section A provides you with some general information about GCSE and a list of the GCSE courses currently available at Down High.  In Section B a brief description of each subject is provided to help you make the right choice.  

Section A:  GCSE – General Information 

The General Certificate of Secondary Education is the national UK qualification for 14-16 year olds.  GCSE courses are designed to provide a sound general education for all students across a broad range of subject areas.  

Scheme of Assessment
GCSE courses are examined via terminal exams and coursework designed to test knowledge, skills and understanding.  The grades awarded for all GCSE qualifications range from A*-U.  Terminal exams (2 or more exam papers per subject) are normally taken at the end of Year 12.  Coursework varies from subject to subject and is normally completed during both Years 11 and 12. 

For a number of subjects, new specifications which are taught and examined in discrete units have been introduced. Some of these new specifications also make use of ‘controlled assessments’ whereby pupils prepare standardised tasks under teacher supervision which contribute towards the final GCSE grade. Teachers will issue subject-specific guidance in due course. A separate GCSE coursework booklet detailing coursework requirements and completion dates will be distributed to all students during Year 11.  

GCSE Courses at Down High School

At Down High School all students study a range of subjects normally leading to 10 GCSE qualifications.  

All pupils will normally take the following subjects leading to GCSE qualifications:

· English with English Literature (2 GCSE’s)

· Modern Languages:  French or Spanish (1 GCSE)

· Mathematics (1 GCSE)

· Religious Studies (1 GCSE)

· Science: as a minimum either one of Biology, Chemistry, Physics (1 GCSE each) or Double-Award Science (2 GCSEs)

In addition, pupils are required to take the following non-exam courses: Physical Education, Games and Learning for Life and Work.

Other subjects

Students choose their remaining optional subjects from the subject list below.

	Subjects
	Subjects



	Additional Mathematics
	History

	Art
	Home Economics

	Business Studies
	ICT

	Biology
	Music

	Chemistry
	Physical Education

	Double-Award Science
	Physics

	Drama
	Spanish

	Geography
	Technology


Additional Information – Science
It is compulsory for students study at least 1 GCSE in Science.  Students may choose Double Award Science or 1, 2 or 3 of the separate sciences – Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  Students taking Double-Award Science cannot study another science subject.  For students considering careers in Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Veterinary or Physiotherapy it should be noted that many universities require each of the 3 sciences to have been studied at GCSE level i.e. students should have taken Double Award Science or all 3 separate sciences.
Making the right choice
You have greater freedom to choose your GCSE subjects but you must choose carefully. You should consider your career ambitions, future AS/A2 course choices and personal interests when choosing subjects. It is often a requirement for entry to Sixth Form courses that pupils have successfully studied and achieved a sufficiently high grade in the subject at GCSE.

Option Blocks – Important Information

Pupils are asked to make an initial provisional unstructured choice in February. Following this, subjects are placed into Option blocks from which pupils should make their final GCSE choices in February/March. Options block choices are reviewed and amended annually to maximise pupil choice. You should understand that the constraints imposed by Option blocks might prevent your provisional combination of preferred GCSE courses, but that such an occurrence is rare.

Course Choice and Career Advice
In preparing for Year 11 Study you should focus on those courses that suit your career interests, personal interests and aptitudes best. Consideration should be given to how your GCSE subject choices will influence your options at A-level and beyond.  If you need advice on choosing the right course to suit your career aspirations you should speak to your parents, to the relevant Head of Department and to staff in the Careers department.
Making your choice

A GCSE subject choices sheet accompanies this booklet. Please make your provisional choices on this sheet from the subjects available and return to your Form Teacher by the date indicated. You should discuss your choices with your parents.  Final choices will be requested during February/March of Year 10 when the ‘Option Blocks’ are created. Choices will normally be confirmed with students by May of Year 10.   

Limitations on Subject Choice

We hope that most of the optional subjects listed will be available to you but the school reserves the right to withdraw a subject should demand/staffing prove insufficient.  You may also find that the final Option block structure for timetabling subject choices that emerges in February/March 2009 will not allow you to study certain subject combinations. This is an unavoidable constraint and happens in a minority of cases on rare occasions.

Changing your subject choice before you start your GCSE course

If you change your mind over the summer holidays it may be possible to accommodate your new choice subject to places being available in the chosen subject. You should discuss any changes with your parents.   Proposed changes to your GCSE choices should be discussed with Mr Thompson during the first school week in September.  
Changing courses after you start your GCSE course – timescale

If you start a GCSE course in September and then wish to change courses you must make this decision within the first three weeks.  During that time it may be possible to accommodate your new choice subject to places being available in the chosen subject. After the first three weeks you will not be permitted to change subjects.
Extra-curricular activities

In addition to the academic side of school life, you should also endeavour to become involved in extra-curricular activities. It is important for you to realise that prospective employers and university tutors attach a great deal of importance to what students do in their spare time. GCSE grades will only give an indication of your academic ability but hobbies and other activities provide an insight into your personality and personal qualities. You could get involved in sport, community work, attend meetings of the Current Affairs society, join the choir, orchestra, etc.

My thanks go to all Heads of Department who contributed to this publication.

Mr.W.E.Thompson


VP Curriculum

Careers Education and Guidance at Key Stage 4 

Careers Education at Key Stage 4 commences in Year 11 as part of the Learning for Life and Work Programme. The course deals with: working in the local & global community, employability, enterprise and entrepreneurial skills.  

During Year 12 Personal Career Planning is at the heart of the programme of study with the focus on Action Planning through setting realistic and achievable targets and goals in preparation for the transition to post-16 options. This is a pivotal year for students as they are making very important decisions about their future. All students are provided with information about a wide range of career options that will be further discussed with either a member of the Careers Department or a careers adviser from the NI Careers Service. The Careers Department also organizes a very successful Leavers’ Conference for students who wish to consider alternatives to A Level study. In addition, this module highlights the importance of understanding Job Adverts, preparing CVs and Application Forms and the development of economic awareness. Throughout the year students also have the opportunity to hear visiting speakers and attend a variety of insight days at local F.E. Colleges. 

Within the KS4 programme students are encouraged to develop a range of key skills including decision making, communication, working with others and problem solving. Research is an integral part of any decision-making process and students are encouraged to use the excellent resources available in the Careers Library. All students have access to the Careers Library during break and lunch times when a member of the Careers Department is available to offer support and advice. 

Careers Education at D.H.S. focuses on the development of skills which will enable them to adapt to an ever changing work environment, and not on pigeonholing students into various careers options. We adopt the principle that decision-making is a skill for life long learning and our aim is to give our students the confidence to know where to access the information that will enable them to make INFORMED decisions. 

Knowledge is power and the key to success is planning.

For Further Information:

Please contact Mrs C Johnston, Head of Careers

Section B:  GCSE Courses

The remainder of this booklet contains outlines for each GCSE course available at Down High School.  Further information about each course can be obtained from the relevant Head of Department if needed. 

Art and Design

Course outline 





Exam Board: CCEA

Introduction

The art and design GCSE specification is made up of two units. To fulfil the requirements of this qualification the students must complete both unit one and unit two.

UNIT ONE 

Unit one covers the core skills of visual language, media, materials and techniques and the students following this course must present a portfolio of work which must contain edited work displaying a range of experiences, such as textile design, 3d design, critical and contextual studies, photography and graphic communication.
UNIT TWO

Unit two is an externally set examination called working to a stimulus.

All work presented for this qualification is internally marked and externally moderated.  

Specification at a glance

	
	UNIT 1:

THE CORE PORTFOLIO
	UNIT 2:

WORKING TO A STIMULUS                     

	NATURE

OF ASSESSMENT
	Controlled assessment

Internally assessed

Externally moderated
	Externally set examination

Internally assessed

Externally moderated

	UNIT WEIGHTING
	60%
	40%

	ALLOCATED TIME
	Minimum of 45 hours over 4 terms

Edited portfolio made up of no more than 20 a2 sheets
	Minimum of 15 hours spent producing preparatory work

Final outcome completed within a set period of 10 hours

	TOTAL RAW MARKS


	80
	80

	AVAILABILITY
	Summer only
	Summer only


The components, which make up the GCSE art and design course, are described below.

UNIT 1 : The core portfolio- ( controlled assessment )

The purpose of this unit of work is to provide an opportunity for the student to explore what is meant by the visual elements and understand how artists and designers use visual elements to communicate their ideas and feelings. 

The art department will be responsible for setting the core portfolio activities, themes and stimuli. The candidates should work individually and creatively to develop personal ideas in response to the set theme / activity / stimulus. They should experiment with a wide range of media, materials, techniques and new technologies to develop their existing skills and to acquire new skills. 

They may produce a number of design ideas in a variety of media but this experimentation may not always lead to a final response. However the portfolio of work must include one activity that is fully realised and must include research on the work of other artists.

UNIT 2 : Working to a stimulus

Unit 2 is assessed through an externally set examination where the examination paper takes the form of a series of suggested ideas based on a set stimulus. This paper is issued in January of the year of the examination.

The candidate must present preparatory work and a final outcome that is based on either an idea suggested in the examination paper or on their own idea, which they’ve based on the set stimulus. The preparatory work the candidate produces must support the production of a final outcome in Fine Art, Craft or Design in 2d or 3d. 

The candidates must complete their final outcome during a 10 hour period in May specified on the examination paper.

Detailed information on assessment can be found at www.ccea.org.uk.
For Further Information

Please contact Mrs A McCluskey, Head of Art and Design
Biology

Course Outline 





Exam Board: CCEA
The Biology course takes 2 years of determined study

· It builds on Key Stage 3 topics

· It introduces new topics that are designed to give you an insight into how natural systems operate under the following study areas; Living organisms and life processes, Environment, Genetic variation and Microbiology.

Assessment

· There are 2 end of course examinations worth 75% of final marks. Paper 1 consists of 20 Short answer questions and Paper 2 consists of 7 or 8 longer answer questions. 

· There are 2 pieces of coursework required from each candidate but both are carried out in class worth 25% of final marks.

Do you get to dissect things?
· Yes! But only organs not whole organisms like rats and cows.

· You are never forced to dissect things, dissection allows students to see with their own eyes the organs that they are studying and appreciate the complex nature of life.

Practical Work

· There is a lot more time in triple award Biology for practical work and the course builds as much in as there is time for.

Why choose Biology?
· You love Biology and find it interesting

· You want to have time to get a bigger picture of how the natural world works

· You are interested in studying A level Biology and want to be better prepared

Is Biology recommended for every one?

· No, but you will be better prepared for AS & A2 if you want to pursue Science and have a much more satisfying experience of Biology than Double Award Biology has time to give you.

For Further Information

Please contact Mr D. Gray, Head of Biology

Business Studies
Course Outline 





Exam Board: CCEA

The GCSE business studies specification will focus on the Northern Ireland business environment, and gives you a valuable insight into the world of business and an understanding of the workings in a changing economic environment.

This will help you facilitate the study of business studies at advanced level and equally as important can help you gain an understanding of spiritual, moral, ethical, social and cultural issues, by making you aware of the ways in which businesses are managed, and of the use of Human and Financial resources as well as of the ways in which goods are Produced and Marketed.

The specification contributes to an awareness of health and safety considerations through the study of legislation, ensuring the rights and responsibilities of employees and employers are protected. It can also contribute to an awareness of European developments by considering International Marketing.

The following five focused areas are taught:

1. Business aims types and organisation

2. Human resources

3. Production

4. Marketing

5. Finance

Assessment

The table below summarises the structure of this GCSE course.

	Content
	Assessment
	Weighting
	Availability

	Unit 1:

Business Start up

· Business Start Up

· Production

· Marketing
	External written exam

1 hour 20 mins

Format: Structured

questions
	35%
	Every Summer

(beginning in 2010)

	Unit 2:

Business

Development

· Finance

· Managing people

· Business Growth

· Business Plan
	External written exam

1 hour 40 mins

Format: Three structured questions with an incline of difficulty

Synoptic*
	40%
	Summer

Terminal 

assessment

	
	Controlled assessment

Format: Candidates complete one task from a

Range of tasks released in September each year

Synoptic*
	25%
	Winter/Summer

Terminal 

assessment


At least 40 percent of the assessment (based on unit weightings) must be taken at the end of a GCSE course as terminal assessment. The terminal assessment weighting for this GCSE course is 65 percent, (Unit 2).

For Further Information
Please contact Mr C. Graham, Head of Business Studies 
Chemistry (inc Double Award Science:  Chemistry)

Course Outline 





Exam Board: CEA

What do we study at GCSE chemistry?

GCSE chemistry looks at how the world works on an atomic level.  

What are atoms? Why and how do elements and compounds react? How do they relate to our world around us? Industrial chemistry looks at the extraction of important metals and the production of valuable compounds.  Chemistry of everyday reactions like rusting, fermentation, combustion and oxidation are studied.  Chemistry at GCSE helps to explain many of the reactions we observe in our everyday lives.

Double Award or Chemistry as separate Science (ChemSS)?

Double Award and ChemSS pupils follow a similar course, however pupils studying ChemSS have more time to explore the topics in greater depth.  ChemSS also allows the opportunity to undertake a greater range of practical lessons.  ChemSS is the best preparation for Chemistry at AS / A2 level, however pupils from double award are still well able to progress onto chemistry at AS/A2 level and achieve a top grade.

Do I get to do practical?

Chemistry is very much a practical subject and practical lessons are an integral part of GCSE chemistry. In addition to class practical sessions, pupils will have the opportunity to plan and carry out investigations.

All pupils must participate in assessment of practical skills for which 20% (25% double award) of the total mark is awarded.

For Further Information

Please contact Mrs. H. Hamilton, Head of Chemistry

Double Award Science (Biology)

Course Outline 





Exam Board: CCEA
The Biology course takes 2 years of determined study.

· It builds on Key Stage 3 topics

· It introduces new topics that are designed to give you an insight into how natural systems operate under the following study areas; Living organisms and life processes, Environment, Genetic variation and Microbiology.

Assessment

· There is one end of course examination that covers all the main topics covered and examines ability to process and analyse information. 

· There is one piece of practical coursework required from each candidate, work is carried out in class

Do you get to dissect things?

· Yes! But only organs not whole organisms like rats and cows.

· You are never forced to dissect things, dissection allows students to see with their own eyes the organs that they are studying and appreciate the complex nature of life.

Practical Work

· The double award course is rooted in scientific methodology and tries to give students as much practical experience as the limited time frame permits.

Does it prepare you for A-level Biology?

· Yes it gives you the rudiments of Biological knowledge and understanding but there is a bigger jump to A level than from the triple award course and students need to be prepared to negotiate this change. 

For Further Information

Please contact Mr D. Gray, Head of Biology

Double Award Science (Physics)

Course Outline 





Exam Board: CCEA
Double Award science builds on and extends the knowledge you have gained in junior science.  The physics section of the course is designed to excite your curiosity in the world around you from the smallest particles in an atom to the entire universe itself.  Through your work in physics you will gain understanding of major scientific ideas and recognise how these contribute to technological change and worldwide development.

In the physics section of the Double Award science course a wide range of topics are covered.   In form 4 the topics are forces, waves (including light and sound), heat and energy while in form 5 the topics are motion, electricity, electromagnetism, radioactivity and earth in space.  This range ensures that by the end of the GCSE course you have a broader understanding of the world in general and will you have also covered the minimum required for you to proceed to A level physics if you wish.

Practical activities are an important and you will carry out experiments in many aspects of the course.  A small number of these investigations are assessed as coursework.  The course makes good use of the ICT facilities in science with activities such as data logging and virtual experiments.

Assessment

The coursework in physics is combined with that in biology and chemistry to give up to 25% of the final mark.  The physics written paper provides another 25% of the total and is 1 hour 45 minutes long.  The questions are all answered in spaces on the exam paper itself and include a variety of activities such as calculations, interpreting data, explaining ideas and completing diagrams.

For Further Information

Please contact Mr E. Mitchell, Head of Physics/Science

Drama

Course Outline





Exam Board: CCEA

Drama at GCSE offers you a chance to act, to create your own plays and, if you wish, to work at some of the important roles in the Drama process, besides acting, such as stage design, costume design and lighting.

The GCSE Drama course offered by CCEA is a new specification, offered for first teaching in the academic year 2009-2010. It equips pupils with the necessary skills of realising a performance from conception to performance and encourages and fosters the skills of appraisal and evaluation. It is an excellent course that promotes the necessary skills for the world of employment and reinforces the skills that the New NI Curriculum aims to promote.

Drama develops self-confidence, self-esteem, while simultaneously contributing to development in the areas of talking and listening and vocabulary enrichment. In short, it helps and contributes to self-development, as well as the attainment of an academic qualification.

Currently, the set text is Willie Russell’s highly successful and popular play ‘Blood Brothers’. In your study of this play, which is done through a practical exploration, you will acquire knowledge of the process of drama, from planning, rehearsal strategies and techniques through to a performance of a selected scene/s. 

You will also offer two practical performances which are internally assessed by your class teacher and externally moderated by a nominated CCEA Drama Moderator. Each practical piece is worth 30% and this is classed as ‘coursework’ – although there is no written element to it.

At the end of the two years studying GCSE Drama you will sit a written paper, worth 40% of your overall score. The content of this of this paper is taught through your practical experiences/lessons and assessments throughout the two years.

Drama is a subject that requires you to work in groups, perhaps more than any other subject.  It is good fun but also hard work and in particular requires you to be prepared to rehearse after school on quite a few afternoons each term, as well as learning lines. However, pupils are all learning to be more confident, to work more effectively with other people, to be creative in their thinking and imaginative in their expression.

Pupils work in groups, but receive an individual mark achieved through their role in the group performance.

If you are still uncertain about whether Drama is for you, you should talk to either Mr O’ Hara (Head of Department) or to your class teacher for Year 10. Perhaps you can even come and watch a GCSE class in action, to see what it’s all about.

For Further Information

Please contact any Drama Teacher or the 

Head of Department, Mr O’Hara

English

Course Outline 





Exam Board:  CCEA
Exam 60% based on two papers, containing questions on comprehension, functional writing, comparison of media texts etc.

Coursework  40%  based on four written assignments

· Response to Shakespeare

· Poetry

· Persuasive writing

· Creative writing

and three oral assignments

English Literature
Course Outline 





Exam Board:  CCEA
Exam 70%.  Three questions on the three set texts in drama, poetry and prose.

Coursework:  30% based on three assignments

· Modern poetry

· Prose pre 1900

· Drama pre 1900

For Further Information

Please contact Mr D. Park, Head of English

French

Course Outline 




Exam Board: CCEA
The GCSE French course is based around four skill areas: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each of these skills is examined separately. The topics studied are as follows:

1. The Individual – relationships, local environment, leisure activities and health and lifestyle

2. Citizenship – social issues, travel and tourism, environmental issues, media and communications, and festivals and customs

3. Employability – school life, part-time jobs and future plans

Many of these topics will already be familiar to you and by the end of Year 10 you will have an excellent basis that you can build on for GCSE.  You will be encouraged to develop your conversational skills and learn how to cope in practical situations when you travel to France or another French-speaking country.  You will also develop your ability to understand written and spoken French through a variety of topics of interest to young people e.g. their problems, travel, culture, healthy living etc. 

Learning a modern language is a vital part of your studies as it helps you in other skill areas such as learning how to express yourself and communicate well, doing presentations, working with other people and writing accurately. It is also increasingly useful in the workplace, where many employers view such a skill as a valuable asset to their business.

Assessment

20% Listening – You are examined using a variety of activities to test your listening skills. This is carried out by your teacher using a recording on CD.

30% Speaking – You must complete two tasks, (choosing from conversation / presentation / interview), prepared over 3-4 hours in class. Your teacher will conduct and mark the speaking test.                       

20% Reading – A variety of articles, advertisements and other stimuli which you must understand and answer questions on.

30% Writing – 2-3 pieces of writing which may be lists, letters, e-mails or articles.

You will complete two tasks prepared over 5-6 hours under supervision in class. Tasks are the same for both Foundation and Higher Tier candidates, although candidates aiming to achieve a top grade are expected to produce longer pieces of written work. Tasks will be externally marked.

For Further Information

Please contact Miss W. Bell, Head of French, or speak to your own French teacher.

Geography

Course Outline 






 Exam Board:   CCEA
The GCSE Geography specification focuses on key ideas and generalisations to help students develop an understanding of their physical and human surroundings.  GCSE Geography provides a perspective in which students can place local, national, and international events and will help in the development of a wide range of transferable skills important in the workplace. Skills developed through GCSE Geography include communication; numeracy; map skills; evaluation and decision-making; data handling skills; working with others; and use of ICT (including Geographical Information Systems).  

The specification is taught in two units and six different themes will be covered:

	UNIT
	THEME
	SUMMARY OF CONTENT

	Unit 1: Understanding Our Natural World
	Theme A: 

The Dynamic Landscape
	This theme covers the drainage basin; river and coastal processes and related landforms; the causes of flooding; and the sustainable management of rivers and coasts. 

	
	Theme B: 

Our Changing Weather and Climate
	This theme involves a study of measurement of the elements of weather; the weather systems affecting the British Isles; the causes and consequences of climate change and the strategies developed to deal with it. 

	
	Theme C: 

The Restless Earth
	This covers the plate tectonics (including tectonic activity in the British Isles); earthquakes, including the impact and management of earthquake hazard in MEDCs and LEDCs. 

	Unit 2: Living in Our World
	Theme A: 

People and Where They Live
	This theme investigates population growth and the characteristics and impact of migration at the regional and international level; population structures and their differing implications in LEDCs and MEDCs. This theme also examines where settlements are found and how they develop; the process of urbanisation and how it affects MEDCs and LEDCs; and the challenges that urban growth poses for planners.  

	
	Theme B: 

Contrasts in World Development
	This theme concentrates on the reasons for the global development gap and efforts to reduce it; sustainable development and issues around world trade; and the benefits and problems associated with topical issues such as globalisation. 

	
	Theme C: 

Managing Our Resources
	This theme explores the impact on the environment of our increasing use of resources. Students gain an insight into the need to adopt strategies and solutions to manage resources; and they will consider sustainable solutions to deal with the problems caused by increased demand for energy, transport, waste disposal and tourism.  


Assessment. Assessment is carried out through two examination papers each of 1½ hours duration (each worth 37.5% of the final mark) and a coursework assessment (worth 25% of the final mark).  Written papers for Units 1 and 2  will each contain three compulsory multi-part questions based on each of the three themes covered in each unit. The coursework assessment will be based on a geographical investigation on which students will produce a written report.

For further information please contact Dr M. Rogers, Head of Geography.

History





Exam Board:
CCEA

Course Outline 







The GCSE History course is a popular option for students at Down High School. The two-year course is divided into three study units, and in all areas the focus is on 20th century history. History encourages students to analyse, evaluate, problem solve and communicate. The subject is highly regarded by University Admissions Officers and employees.

Germany 1918-1941

This course is studied during the first 6 months of GCSE. The unit follows the defeat of Germany in World War 1 and the country’s experiment with democratic government (the Weimar Republic) before the rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazis. Three clear themes are explored:

· The Weimar Republic and the Rise of Hitler 1918-33

· Hitler’s policies in Germany 1933-41

· Hitler’s foreign policy and the coming of war 1933-41

Changing Relationships: Northern Ireland, Britain and Ireland 1965-85

This unit deals with the period often referred to as “The Troubles” in Northern Ireland’s history. Pupils explore the impact of the Civil Rights Association on Northern Ireland government and society. The growing unrest during the 1960s is examined, as is the worsening situation of the 1970s. Attempts during the 1980s to solve the problems are also explored.  Students will learn about civil rights; the introduction of the British army on to the streets of Northern Ireland; the emergence of the Provisional IRA; Bloody Sunday; the suspension of the Northern Ireland parliament; attempts at power-sharing 1973-4; the hunger strikes; the rise of Sinn Fein and the signing of the 1985 Anglo-Irish Agreement. Three clear themes are explored:

· Northern Ireland in the 1960s

· The prelude to Direct Rule

· Search for a solution

The Cold War 1945-1991

This unit is studied during the fifth form year and is an examination of the rivalry between the Superpowers – the USA and the USSR – in the decades after World War Two.  Topics include:

· The division of Europe after 1945

· The Korean War

· Cuban Missile Crisis

· Vietnam

· The arms race

· The end of the Cold War

Assessment

There are TWO papers in GCSE History. 

· Paper 1 lasts for two hours and assesses the Germany and Northern Ireland courses.

· Paper 2 lasts for one hour 15 mins and assesses your knowledge and understanding of the Cold War.

Controlled assessment

This is an investigative study and is worth 25% of the marks for the subject. It focuses on an issue not covered by the externally assessed papers.

For Further Information

Please contact Mrs C Wood Head of History

Home Economics





Exam Board: CCEA

Course Outline 







The new GCSE course builds on the knowledge and skills that students have gained from Key Stage 3 Home Economics.  The course is designed in such a way to provide opportunities which will enable students to develop their practical cookery skills. In Year 11 approximately 2 periods every week is spent on a practical food lesson – a greater degree of flexibility is given to the pupils in their own choice of dishes on a stated topic. In Year 12 this is reduced to accommodate their controlled assessment task. 
· Unit 1: Diet and Health, and Consumer Awareness

Section A

In this unit, students will have the opportunity to demonstrate the knowledge, understanding and skills necessary for providing healthy diets for family members throughout life.  They will examine different dietary needs and the factors that impact on our food choice.  Topics that they will study within this unit includes; nutrition, food labelling, dietary disorders, food safety and creativity and food. 

Section B

Also within this unit, students will have the opportunity to apply knowledge, understanding and skills as discerning consumers and effective managers of resources.  Topics that they will study include; being an effective consumer, money matters and being a wiser buyer. 

Assessment of unit

There is a 1 ½ hour examination.  The examination is divided into two sections which include questions based on diet and health and consumer awareness.  This examination is worth 40% of the final GCSE grade. 

· Unit 2:Diet and Health

This unit consists of one controlled assessment task where the students will be asked to plan and prepare a range of dishes.  Students have 2½ hours to make their chosen dishes under examination conditions.

Assessment of unit

Students will be assessed on their ability to plan and prepare a range of dishes of their choice.  Their planning, cooking and evaluation skills will be taken into account for this unit.  This unit is worth 40% of their final GCSE grade. 

· Unit 3: Consumer Awareness 

This unit also consists of one controlled assessment task.  Students will be asked to carry out a piece of research that will be relevant and current to the area of consumerism.  

Assessment of unit

Students will be assessed on their research, analysis and evaluation skills.  This unit is worth 20% of their final GCSE grade.
Pupils will normally be entered for higher tier unless he/she is underachieving. 

For Further Information

Please contact Mrs S. McKee, Head of Home Economics.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)  
Course Outline 





Exam Board: CCEA
This course aims to help equip pupils with the knowledge and skills required for the emerging information society both in education and in the world of work.  The components that make up the GCSE ICT course are practical coursework (60%) and two terminal examinations (20% each).

Part 1: coursework consists of six externally set assignments (60%)

The coursework element of the course provides pupils with the opportunity to develop knowledge of and skills in the use of a range of ICT tools such as presentation, desk top publishing, word processor, database and spreadsheet software, through the following practical tasks:

· the design and development of a multimedia presentation;

· the design and development of a website;

· the production of a word processed report;

· an Internet focused task;

· a database task;

· a spreadsheet task.


The coursework is undertaken in class during the two-year course and no access to facilities other than those provided in school is necessary in order to successfully complete the coursework element.  Pupils spend three periods per week on practical activities.

Part 2: terminal examinations (40%)

Two written examinations provide pupils with further opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of both the practical and theoretical aspects of the subject content.  Pupils spend two periods per week on theory work.

Assessment

All coursework will be marked by the candidate’s teacher according to the given criteria and these marks moderated by CCEA.  

The two examinations will be externally assessed by CCEA.  

For Further Information

Please contact Mrs ML McCauley, Head of ICT.


Mathematics

Course Outline 





Exam Board: CEA
Pupils entering Year 11 in the school are streamed into 6 classes with all following the higher tier of the GCSE syllabus. Streaming from Year 10 is normally done using the results of school examinations, classwork and overall teacher assessment. After the Mock Examinations in Year 12 a review takes place of all results with a very small minority of students being entered for the Foundation Tier (a grade ‘C’ is still possible at this level). This is a modular syllabus and students may be entered for certain modules before the final examinations. The syllabus followed has NO coursework requirement. Students who wish to study Mathematics at A-level would be expected to have followed the Higher level syllabus and to have achieved an A grade.

Additional Mathematics

Additional Mathematics is offered as an option in Year 11 and is recommended as an excellent introduction for those aspiring to do A-level Mathematics. Pupils who would wish to do A-level Mathematics in one year and/or wish to do Further Mathematics would find either of these options exceptionally difficult without Additional Mathematics.

The Additional Mathematics syllabus is divided into three parts; Pure Mathematics, Mechanics and Statistics and is examined in two papers at the end of Year 12. It is interesting to note that the bulk of this work makes up the content of the AS Mathematics course in the Lower Sixth year.

This subject has NO coursework requirement.

For Further Information

Please contact Mr R. Daniells, Head of Mathematics.

Music

Course Outline 





Exam Board: CCEA
This course consists of 3 sections:

· Composing and Appraising (30%)

· Performing and Appraising (35%)

· Listening and Appraising (35%)

Component 1: Composing and Appraising

Two contrasting compositions are required and a composition log kept for each (the combined length of the compositions should be between 3 and 6 minutes.

Component 2: Performing and Appraising

There are two aspects to this examination.  The candidate is required to perform individually on an instrument of their choice (max. time 5 mins.) and then to perform with a group (any size) again on any instrument (max. time 5 mins.).  The style of music is the candidate’s choice and for the ensemble a clarinet accompanied by the piano, a piano duet, a woodwind trio, a string quartet, a jazz group have been presented in the past.  The standard should be approximately Grade 4 of the examination boards.  

Component 3: Listening and Appraising

(Responding to music on a CD – 2 sections each lasting 45 minutes)

Part 1: Core Area of Study – ‘Repeated Patterns in Music’

Set Pieces

· Canon in D (Pachelbel)

· Andante from Symphony no. 7 (Beethoven)

· ‘Mars’ from ‘The Planets’

· ‘Dies Irae’ from ‘Requiem’ (Jenkins)

Part 2: 2 of 3 optional Areas of Study

· Musical Traditions in Ireland

· Incidental Music (music for plays etc.)

· Vocal Music

For Further Information

Please contact Mr B. Coffey, Head of Music.

In the event of the number of students wishing to study music exceeding the maximum class size, then the marks in the Summer and Christmas music examinations in school and any grades and marks in the exams of the recognised music exam boards, such as the Associated Board and Trinity College, will be taken into account in allocating places.

Physical Education (PE)

Course Outline 
( Full Course –Single Award  ) Exam Board: AQA 
Practical Coursework   The Active Participant (60%) of Single Award

· Pupils will be assessed in four areas from -Games, Gymnastic activities, Dance, Athletic activities Swimming, Outdoor and adventurous activities and in Health and fitness activities. These assessments must be from :

· at least 2 groups/ways of thinking

· at least 2 performances must be as a player /performer

· at least one must be in a different role

 Pupils will be assessed for example on their:

· Ability to perform a range of skills

· Ability to perform in a game

· The rules and regulations

· The ability to analyse and improve performance

· To take on the role of the player /performer, leader/coach, choreographer or official.

Knowledge and Understanding for the Active Participant   Written Exam (40%)

Topics to studied include

	 Health, Fitness and a healthy active lifestyle 

Such as

· What being healthy means

· What fitness is

· How the above are needed for maintenance of good health

· How much fitness is required by different people and performers

· The reasons for warm-ups and cool-downs

· What a healthy diet consists of

· Special diets for different performers

· All about the skeleton and different muscles

· The circulatory system and respiratory system

	 Training

Such as

· Fitness training principles and methods

· What strength, muscular endurance and flexibility consists of

· Effects of fatigue, smoking, alcohol, drugs, age on performance

· Psychological factors that affect performance

· Technological developments

· Safety in the P. E environment

· Basic First Aid

	School Influences

Such as

· How schools promote physical activity

· How attitudes are changing to sport

· How leisure time is spent

· What facilities are available in the 

      local area.


	Social, Cultural and International Factors 

Such as

· What is sponsorship

· How does the media influence sport.

· Behaviour of sports stars on and off the 

      pitch

· Differences between amateur and professional sports people.


For Further Information

Please contact a member of the PE Department.

Physics

Course Outline 





Exam Board: CCEA
GCSE Physics builds on and extends the knowledge you have gained in junior science.  It is designed to excite your curiosity in the world around you from the smallest particles in an atom to the entire universe itself.  Through your work in physics you will gain understanding of major scientific ideas and recognise how these contribute to technological change and worldwide development.

GCSE physics includes all the material covered by the Double Award science course but explores some of the topics in more depth and also includes additional topics such as fibre optics and lenses.  In form 4 the topics covered are forces, waves (including light and sound), heat and energy while in form 5 the topics are motion, electricity, electromagnetism, radioactivity and earth in space.  

The extra time that you get studying CGSE physics rather than Double Award gives you more time for practical activities.  You will carry out experiments in nearly all aspects of the course.  A small number of these investigations are assessed as coursework.  The course makes good use of the ICT facilities with activities such as data logging and virtual experiments.

Assessment

The coursework accounts for 25% of the final mark.  The other 75% is obtained in two written papers, each 1 hour 45 minutes long.  The questions are all answered in spaces on the exam paper itself and include a variety of activities such as describing experiments, calculations, explaining ideas and completing diagrams.

During the course you will have the opportunity to develop all the key skills but perhaps most notably you will find the study of physics improves your problem solving abilities.  Clearly physics is needed if you wish to follow a career in science or engineering but it is these problem-solving skills that make physics popular among many employers.

For Further Information

Please contact Mr E. Mitchell, Head of Physics/Science

Religious Studies

Course Outline 





Exam Board: CCEA
Religion plays an important role in our society and can influence what people think, feel, and believe. Through studying Religious Studies students get a broad look at how religion and spirituality form the basis of our culture. 

Religious Studies also helps students develop marketable skills and aptitudes including: 

· analytical and strategic thinking; 

· research skills; 

· critical judgment; 

· the ability to work with abstract, conceptual ideas; 

· an ability to 'understand both sides' and negotiate and resolve conflict; 

· problem-solving skills; 

· leadership skills; 

· understanding of the impact of conflicting ideologies; and 

· an appreciation of human diversity, belief systems, cultural and spiritual experiences. 

These skills are particularly useful for future careers in law, education, social work, politics, medicine, administration or the media. 

Religious Studies is taken as a core academic subject at Down High School.  This means that all pupils follow the GCSE course that can be taken both at Higher and Foundation Tiers.  In recent years, the vast majority of pupils in Form 5 are entered at the Higher level. Results are always very pleasing.

Pupils actually begin their GCSE work in Form 3 given that the entire syllabus is taught in 2 periods per week.  There is, therefore, no unexpected “jump” in knowledge to Key Stage 4.

Currently, the course consists of two modules of study:

a. The Christian Churches

b. Ethics

Assessment takes the form of one written examination for each module. There is no coursework component for this subject.  More detailed information can be found at www.ccea.org.uk.

For Further Information

Please contact Mr N. Martin or Mrs J. Hamill, Religious Studies

Spanish

Course Outline 




Exam Board: CCEA
The GCSE Spanish course is based around four skill areas: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each of these skills is examined separately. The topics studied are as follows:

1 The Individual – relationships, local environment, leisure activities and health and lifestyle

2 Citizenship – social issues, travel and tourism, environmental issues, media and communications, and festivals and customs

3 Employability – school life, part-time jobs and future plans

Many of these topics will already be familiar to you and by the end of Year 10 you will have an excellent basis that you can build on for GCSE.  You will be encouraged to develop your conversational skills and learn how to cope in practical situations when you travel to Spain or another Spanish-speaking country.  You will also develop your ability to understand written and spoken Spanish through a variety of topics of interest to young people e.g. their problems, travel, culture, healthy living etc. 

Learning a modern language is a vital part of your studies as it helps you in other skill areas such as learning how to express yourself and communicate well, doing presentations, working with other people and writing accurately. It is also increasingly useful in the workplace, where many employers view such a skill as a valuable asset to their business.

Assessment

20% Listening – You are examined using a variety of activities to test your listening skills. This is carried out by your teacher using a recording on CD.

30% Speaking – You must complete two tasks, (choosing from conversation / presentation / interview), prepared over 3-4 hours in class. Your teacher will conduct and mark the speaking test.                       

20% Reading – A variety of articles, advertisements and other stimuli which you must understand and answer questions on.

30% Writing – 2-3 pieces of writing which may be lists, letters, e-mails or articles.

You will complete two tasks prepared over 5-6 hours under supervision in class. Tasks are the same for both Foundation and Higher Tier candidates, although candidates aiming to achieve a top grade are expected to produce longer pieces of written work. Tasks will be externally marked.

For Further Information

Please contact Mrs A Burtney, Head of Spanish, or speak to your own Spanish teacher.

Technology & Design

Course Outline 





Exam Board: CCEA

Aims: 

· Foster enjoyment in the experience of designing and making and encourage candidates to take pride in their achievements;

· Provide opportunities to work with a range of constructional materials including plastics, metal and wood;

· Appreciate the importance of total quality in all aspects of the design and manufacture of products;

· Prepare young people to be effective members of a technological society;

· Develop skills of creativity, critical analysis, decision making and work collaboratively with others. 

Assessment

Unit 1: 






(20%) 

Technology and Design Core

This section is divided into five modules; electronics, computer control, pneumatics, mechanical systems and manufacturing.  It is largely a applied approach, giving pupils the opportunity to solve real life problems through practical design with technology.  

Examination 1hour




Summer

Unit 2 OR Unit 3: Optional 



 

Unit 2 






(20%)

Systems and Control 






This unit comprises two elements, mechanical systems OR Electronic systems. Assessment is based on chosen option.

Unit 3 


(20%)

Product Design

This unit comprises designing and innovation, materials, components and fabrication, manufacturing practices and social responsibility of product design.

Examination 1Hour




Summer

 Unit 3: Product Design will be the chosen option for 2009-11.

Unit 4:






(20%)

Controlled assessment

13hours

Theme based design task designing products under controlled conditions, set annually and moderated externally.

Unit 5: 






(40%)

Design Project


30 hours


This unit comprises of an annual externally set task involving pupils in the design and manufacture of products, associated design folder is submitted with practical.

For Further Information

Please contact Mr B Wilson, Head of Technology and Design
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